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CITY OF WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS
NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 7:00 PM

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of West Lake Hills, Texas, will hold a 
REMOTE Regular Meeting on the 26th day of August 2020 at 7:00 p.m., at which time the 
following items will be discussed, to­wit:

REMOTE ACCESS ONLY:
In accordance with the order of the Office of the Governor issued March 16, 2020, the City 
Council of the City of West Lake Hills will conduct a telephonic meeting in order to advance 
the public health goal of limiting face­to­face meetings (also called “social distancing”) to 
slow the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID19). 

The public may participate in this meeting by dialing in to the following toll free number: 
(346) 248­7799, Meeting ID 845 6177 1485, Password: 387042

If you wish to speak during the meeting, please provide your name, phone number and the 
item number you wish to speak on to citysec@westlakehills.org by 1:00 P.M. on August 26, 
2020 

Members of the public who wish to submit their written comments in lieu of speaking shall 
submit their comments by emailing citysec@westlakehills.org. Comments must be received by 
1:00 P.M. on August 26, 2020.

1.  Call to Order

2.  Citizen Communications The City Council Welcomes Public Comments at this Point on 
any Issue. If the Issue is Listed on the Agenda, the Speaker May Choose to Comment 
During the Public Comment Period or When the Specific Agenda item is Taken Up by the 
Council Later in the Meeting. The Council Cannot Respond to Matters Not Listed on the 
Agenda Until a Future Meeting. Speakers Shall Limit Their Comments to Five (5) Minutes 
Each

3.  Consent Agenda All Consent Agenda Items Listed are Considered to be Routine by the 
City Council and Will be Enacted by One (1) Motion. No Separate Discussion or Action 
on any of the Items is Necessary Unless Desired by a Council Member or Citizen
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  a.  Approval of the August 12, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes   

4.  Administration Proclamation Recognizing Stan Graham's Impact and Legacy on the City 
of West Lake Hills

  a.  Citizens Communications: All persons wishing to speak on this matter shall be 
heard 

5.  Administration Discuss and Consider Action to Rename the West Lake Hills Tree Fund to 
the Stan Graham Tree Fund for FY 2020­21 and Thereafter

  a.  Citizens Communications: All persons wishing to speak on this matter shall be 
heard 

6.  Land Use 707 Bulian Lane: Consideration of a Request to Release a Guy Wire Easement 
in Order to Construct a New Septic Field (West Lake Hills Code Sec. 36.01.017). 
Owners/Applicants Sheila & Ronald Paynter

  a.  Public Hearing: All persons wishing to speak for or against shall be heard.  

7.  Finance Public Hearing, Discussion and Possible Action on the Adoption of an Ordinance 
of the City of West Lake Hills Approving the Certified Appraisal Roll for the City and 
Adopting an Ad Valorem Tax Rate for Debt Service for the Fiscal Year 2020­21

  a.  Public Hearing: All persons wishing to speak for or against shall be heard.  

8.  Finance Discuss and Consider Action Regarding the Preparation of the Preliminary FY 
2020­21 Budget

  a.  Citizens Communications: All persons wishing to speak on this matter shall be 
heard 

9.  Administration Discussion and Update on Area Infrastructure Projects, including Ullrich 
Water Treatment Plant and Water District 10

  a.  Citizens Communications: All persons wishing to speak on this matter shall be 
heard 

10. Executive Session An Executive Session may be held in accordance with the authority 
contained in Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 for:

 

a.  Consultation with City Attorney Regarding Pending Litigation in Cause No. 
2019032801; City of West Lake Hills, Plaintiff, v. Jaffe Ventures, LLC; Douglas 
Jaffe III, and 1405 Wild Cat Hollow, West Lake Hills, Texas, Defendants and 
Cause No. D1GN19007546: City of West Lake Hills, Plaintiff v. Jaffe Ventures, 
LLC and Douglas Jaffe III 

11. Adjournment
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   Approved by: Linda Anthony, Mayor
   

Certificate
 

I certify that the above Notice of the August 26, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting was posted 
on the bulletin board at the Municipal Building, 911 Westlake Drive, West Lake Hills, Texas on 
Friday, August 21, 2020 by  5:00 pm. and will remain posted continuously until said meeting is 
convened.
 
 Signed by: Stephanie Mills, City Secretary  

The City  of West  Lake Hills  is  committed  to  compliance with  the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.  Reasonable accommodations and equal access  to  communications will  be provided upon 
request.

All  items  on  the  agenda  are  for  discussion  and/or  action.   City  Council  reserves  the  right  to 
adjourn into executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the 
matters listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation 
with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts 
and Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices), 
and 551.086 (Economic Development). 
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CITY OF WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS 
MINUTES OF A CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
 With a quorum present, Mayor Linda Anthony called the meeting to order at 7:06 

p.m. 
Members in attendance were Mayor Linda Anthony, Mayor Pro Tem Jim O'Connor, 
Councilmembers Rhonda McCollough, Brian Plunkett, Beth South and Darin 
Walker.  

 

 
2.  Citizen Communications The City Council Welcomes Public Comments at this Point on 

any Issue. If the Issue is Listed on the Agenda, the Speaker May Choose to Comment 
During the Public Comment Period or When the Specific Agenda item is Taken Up by the 
Council Later in the Meeting. The Council Cannot Respond to Matters Not Listed on the 
Agenda Until a Future Meeting. Speakers Shall Limit Their Comments to Five (5) 
Minutes Each 

 
 Mayor Anthony opened the meeting for public comments. Hearing none, the public 

comment section was closed 
 

 
3.  Consent Agenda All Consent Agenda Items Listed are Considered to be Routine by the 

City Council and Will be Enacted by One (1) Motion. No Separate Discussion or Action 
on any of the Items is Necessary Unless Desired by a Council Member or Citizen 

 

  a.  Approval of the July 22, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes    
 

  b.  Public Safety Report for Q2 2020  
 
 Motion for Approval of the Consent Agenda as Listed made by Councilmember 

South with a second by Councilmember McCollough 
Motion for Approval carried unanimously by a vote of 5 ayes to 0 nays 

 

 
4.  Public Safety Discussion Regarding Staffing for the Police Department 

 

  a.  Citizens Communications: All persons wishing to speak on this matter shall be 
heard  

 
 Chief Gerdes gave a presentation. No action was taken on this item 

 

 
5.  Finance Discuss and Consider Action Regarding the Preparation of the Preliminary FY 

2020-21 Budget 
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  a.  Citizens Communications: All persons wishing to speak on this matter shall be 
heard  

 
 Finance Officer Vonda Ragsdale gave a presentation on the proposed budget and the 

proposed tax rate.  A public hearing date for the tax rate was set for August 26, 2020. 
 

 
6.  Executive Session An Executive Session may be held in accordance with the authority 

contained in Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 for: 
 

 

  a.  Consultation with City Attorney Regarding City Property Located at 110 Westlake 
Drive   

 

  

b.  Consultation with City Attorney Regarding Pending Litigation in Cause No. 
2019032801; City of West Lake Hills, Plaintiff, v. Jaffe Ventures, LLC; Douglas 
Jaffe III, and 1405 Wild Cat Hollow, West Lake Hills, Texas, Defendants and 
Cause No. D1GN19007546: City of West Lake Hills, Plaintiff v. Jaffe Ventures, 
LLC and Douglas Jaffe III  

 
 Council went into Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. and reconvened in Open Session at 

7:40 p.m.  
 

 
7.  Adjournment 
 
 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 7:40 p.m. by Councilmember Walker 

with a second by Mayor Pro Tem O'Connor 
 

  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

____________________________________ 
      LINDA ANTHONY, MAYOR  

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________________         
Stephanie Mills, City Secretary 
 
These minutes were approved on __________, 2020. 
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EASEMENT RELEASE REQUEST 
STAFF REPORT                            AUGUST 26, 2020 
 
Project Name:  707 Bulian Lane  
 
Project Number: 16007 
 
Agenda Item: 707 Bulian Lane: Discussion/recommendation of a request to release a guy wire 
easement in order to construct a new septic field (West Lake Hills Code Sec. 36.01.017). 
Owners/Applicants Sheila & Ronald Paynter.  
 
Applicant Information: Owners/Applicants Sheila & Ronald Paynter 
 
Hearing Dates: 
August 19, 2020 ZAPCO 
August 26, 2020 City Council  
 
Requested Action: Release a platted guy wire easement that has not been utilized in order to 
install a new septic field.    
 
Location: The subject property is located west of Las Lomas Drive and east of Westbrook Drive. 
The rear property line abuts the City of Austin city limits and is also adjacent to the Woods 
Historical Cemetery Easement.   
 
Zoning & Site Characteristics:  
The subject property and surrounding neighborhood are zoned R-1 – One-Family Residential. 
The property is approximately 1.02 acres. There is currently an existing house on the property.  
 
Background & Analysis:  
A building permit application was approved by the City for a residential remodel at this address. 
Part of the remodel includes installation of a new septic tank and septic field. The proposed 
new septic field will encroach a platted guy wire easement on the property that is 
approximately 200sf and located at the rear of the property, abutting an overhead electric 
transmission line easement.  
 
The homeowners, Sheila and Ronald Paynter, first discussed the easement release request with 
the City of Austin/Austin Energy and Travis County. Their correspondence is included in the 
packet, and it is indicated that the Paynters were instructed to process the easement release 
request through the City of West Lake Hills instead of City of Austin or Travis County.  
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The easement in question has never been used. The subject property was platted in 1989, and 
the existing home was constructed in 1992.  
 
Traffic/Transportation 
No additional traffic is anticipated.  
 
Lighting 
Outdoor lighting is not applicable.  
 
Building Code 
The property and future construction will have to comply with all applicable City codes.  
 
Subdivision 
If approved, the subject easement will be released/vacated from the plat. After City Council 
approval, the easement release document will need to be filed with the Travis County Clerk’s 
Office. 
 
Comprehensive Planning Analysis 
The request is in compliance with the Master Plan based on current and future land use.  
 
Zoning & Planning Commission Recommendation: 
During the August 19, 2020 ZAPCO meeting, the Commissioners recommended approval by a 
vote of 4 (for) – 1 (abstention due to technical difficulties, Commissioner Harwell was dropped 
out of remote meeting call).  
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval.  
 
Links to Relevant Code: 
 

 Sec.  36.01.017     Release of easement 
 

(Maps to follow) 
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Zoning: 
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Aerial: 
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REGULAR MEETING 

CITY OF WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS 

MINUTES OF A ZONING & PLANNING COMMISSION (ZAPCO) REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at 6:30 PM 

 

 

1.  Call to Order. Chairman Robert Meisel. 

 

 With a quorum present, Chairman Meisel called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. 

Members in attendance were ZAPCO Chairman Robert Meisel, Vice-Chairman Jim 

Pledger, Commissioners  
 

 

2.  Administration Executive Session: An Executive Session may be held in accordance with 

the authority contained in Texas Government Code, section 551.071 for:  
 

  
a.  Consultation with City Attorney regarding legal duties and responsibilities of 

ZAPCO Commissioners.   

 

 Commissioner goes into Executive Session at 6:38 p.m. 

 

Returns at 6:50 p.m. 
 

 

3.  Consent Agenda The following items are considered to be self-explanatory by the 

Commission and will be enacted with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of 

these item/s unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  
 

  a.  Approval of the July 15, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes.   

 

 LM MOVES TO APPROVE.  BV SECONDS.   
 

 

4.  Land Use 437 Brady Lane: Discussion/recommendation of a variance application for three 

(3) variances in order to construct an outdoor patio/landscaping project: 1) Increase 

impervious cover from 40% to 43%; 2) Building and roof eave encroachment into the side 

setback; 3) Tree and vegetation removal for the encroachment into the 1/2 critical root zone 

of Tree # 975 - 17" Live Oak (West Lake Hills Code Sections 22.03.281 and 22.03.304). 

Applicants/Owners Allyson & Michael Marshall. 
 

  a.  Staff Briefing  

 

 AN gives the staff briefing. 
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Staff Recommendation:  Denial for lack of hardship. 

 
 

  b.  Presentation by applicant  

 

 Mike Marshall is the applicant and guides the Commissioners through the modifications 

with slides. 

 

The hardship is protecting the oak trees (#975 and #976).  Option two is the preferred 

option.   
 

  c.  Public Hearing: All persons wishing to speak for or against shall be heard.   

 

 closed 
 

  d.  Deliberation and Action  

 

 Commissioner Vandersteel:  I appreciate they pushed the patio away from the property 

line.  The hardship is the tree in the buildable area. 

 

Commnissioner Vaughan:  Neighbors are in support. 

 

Commissioner Maccini:  I appreciate the work that has been done on this.  The problem is 

you're wanting too much on a small lot and I don't see that as a hardship.  I like Option two. 

 

JAMES VAUGHAN MOVES TO RECOM APPROVAL OPTION TWO.  BV 

SECONDS.  UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
 

 

5.  Land Use 2 Hull Circle: Discussion/recommendation of a variance application for four (4) 

variances in order to remodel an existing residence: 1) building encroachment into the front 

setback - carport; 2) building encroachment into a setback - building addition; 3) excavation 

greater than 18" in a setback; 4) construct a new residential driveway less than the 12ft 

required minimum width (West Lake Hills Code Sections 22.03.281, 22.03.170, and 

22.03.175). Owners/Applicants Katherine & Michael Alexander.  
 

  a.  Staff Briefing  

 

 AN spoke with the applicant about it being moved forward without recommendation. 
 

  b.  Presentation by applicant  

 

 Michael Alexander asks for clarification.   

 

Chairman Meisel states the public needs to be noticed on any changes to the application.  I 

have the authority to say this application is incomplete and doesn't show a hardship.  You 

can make your pitch to BOA.  The alternative is to withdraw.  I would recommend a refund 
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of your fees.  Either go forward with a recommendation of denial or withdraw and come 

back with a new application.   

 

Michael:  If the revisions I submitted are very close to what I submitted today, it's about two 

feet of difference? 

 

Chairman Meisel:  If it changes it must be noticed to the public for the opportunity to 

review.   

 

Michael:  I can go to BOA on September 9th? 

 

Chairman Meisel:  I will rule from the dias for denial with lack of hardship.   

 

AN:  Move it forward without a recommendation.  ZAPCO can only postpone an item once. 

 

Michael:  I just wanted eto make sure I understood that correctly. 

 
 

  c.  Public Hearing: All persons wishing to speak for or against shall be heard.   
 

  d.  Deliberation and Action  
 

 

6.  Land Use 2 Downie Place: Discussion/recommendation of a request to partially release a 

drainage easement in order to construct a storage area (West Lake Hills Code Sec. 

36.01.017). Owner/Applicant William Wiese.  
 

  a.  Staff Briefing  

 

 AN gives staff briefing.  A previously released was approved back in 2014. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  (1) conditeionally approval with drainage study prior to drinage 

release (2) consider denial due to the driange concerns. 

 

Jim Pledger has questions about the process of getting it recorded with the county.  There 

are issues that have been raised and we're talking about conditionally approving this.   

 

 
 

  b.  Presentation by applicant  

 

 Tracy Bratton is the engineer and describes the request. 

 

Channing Wiese and husband Bill are the property owners.  We believe the area released 

does not impact drainage. 
 

  c.  Public Hearing: All persons wishing to speak for or against shall be heard.   

 

 Phyllis lives on West Spring and states water does come through that easement.  I'm not 

Page 12 of 89



MINUTES OF A ZAPCO         PAGE 4 
REGULAR MEETING 

opposed to approval but I'd like to know that any heavy rain wouldn't 'be an issue on our 

property. 

 

Closed the PH. 

 
 

  d.  Deliberation and Action  

 

 Bill Vandersteel:   Which way does it flow? 

 

Tracy Bratton:  NW to SE.  That easement is 60' wide.   

 

Laurie Maccini wants to make sure there is not going to cause any harm down the road. 

 

BV MOVES APP BASED ON CONDITION ON OPTION ONE AND A REPORT IS 

RECEIVED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY.  JAMES VAUGHAN SECONDS.   

 

Jim Pledger:  I recommend we amend that he say the application not be released unetil the 

city engineers have concluded with the report.  

 

AN:  I will make sure the city sec and mayor won't sign until we get an all clear from the 

city engineer. 

 

BV WITHDRAWS THE MOTION. 

 

JIM PLEDGE MOVE THAT WE REQUEST A POSTPONEMENT UNTIL THE REPORT 

IS FINISHED AND THE CITEY ENGIN HAS APPROVED IT. 

 

Bill Wiese requests to PP to September meeting. 

 
 

 

7.  Land Use 707 Bulian Lane: Discussion/recommendation of a request to release a guy wire 

easement in order to construct a new septic field (West Lake Hills Code Sec. 36.01.017). 

Owners/Applicants Sheila & Ronald Paynter.  
 

  a.  Staff Briefing  

 

 AN gives the staff briefing.  This is a guy wire easement but no utilities are in the easement. 

 

Staff Recommendation:  Approval. 
 

  b.  Presentation by applicant  

 

 Ron Paynter is the applicant.  10 x 20.  The house was built in 1992.  Austin Energy has 

given their approval.   
 

  c.  Public Hearing: All persons wishing to speak for or against shall be heard.   
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 Closed the PH. 
 

  d.  Deliberation and Action  

 

 JAMES VAUGHN MOVES TO APP.  BV SECONDS.  UNANIMOIS APPROVAL. 
 

 

8.  Adjournment. Chairman Robert Meisel. 

 

 MEETING IS ADJ. AT 7:57 P.M. 
 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

____________________________________ 

      ROBERT MEISEL, CHAIRMAN  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________________         

ZAPCO Secretary Mark Litrell 

 

 

These minutes were approved on __________, 2020. 
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Anjali Naini

From: Sheila Paynter >
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 12:32 PM
To: Anjali Naini
Cc: Ron Paynter
Subject: FW: Easement Release Application/707 Bulian Lane

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Anjali, 
 
We have a small guy wire easement in our backyard for a power pole that is just inside our property line at the back of 
our house. Our house was built in 1991/1992 and there has never been a guy wire on the easement.  The guy wire is on 
the back of the pole and on the land behind our lot. We were told to contact Austin Energy and they told us to contact 
City of Austin. After dealing with City of Austin and sending them all the information they requested and having a survey 
done for them as requested, they told us that we needed to contact Travis County. We did that and was told by Travis 
County that we are in Westlake Hills and they would have to release the easement. We told City of Austin in the 
beginning that we were in Westlake Hills not COA but was told to go through COA. Then they finally told us to go to 
Travis County. 
 
This is the email chain Ron sent and received in regards to releasing the buy wire easement in the back of our property. 
Please let us know what needs to be done to get the easement released and vacated from our lot at 707 Bulian Lane. 
 
Thank you again for all of your help. 
 

Sheila Paynter 
Wilson & Goldrick Realtors 
512.695.9174 (cell) 
512.328.0022 (office) 

 
 

From: Ron Paynter  > 
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 12:45 PM 
To: 'Sheila Paynter'  > 
Subject: FW: Easement Release Application 
 
  
  

From: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 7:37 AM 
To: Ron Paynter <  
Cc: CLMD Land Management <LandManagement@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Easement Release Application 
  
Mr. Paynter, 
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I think the confusion on my side was Wendi approving the “potential” release.  I should have read closer your email 
dated June 8, 2020.  If I had known then more about the property profile and it’s different layers I would have stopped 
and looked more closely.  I was relying on Austin Energy to have confirmed rights.  I think Wyndi simply looked through 
her lens of “does AE need a guy wire at this property” and the answer appears to have been “no” thus she sent an email 
stating AE would agree to release.  Again, I apologize that neither Wendi nor I stopped to confirm what jurisdiction your 
home was in.  I understand you pointed this out several times.   I do think that either entity Westlake Hills or Travis 
County may have you check with the City to get confirmation that the City does not have need for the guy wire so at 
least you are a step ahead on this one box to check. 
  
Mashell 
  

From: Ron Paynter <   
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 12:50 PM 
To: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: Easement Release Application 
  
Mashell, here is the email trail I referred to in my prior email where you directed me to work through the COA?  
  

From: Ron Paynter <   
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2020 3:40 PM 
To: 'Smith, Mashell' <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Easement Release Application 
  
Thanks and yes I have set up an account just waiting for it to get activated. Thanks 
  

From: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2020 1:21 PM 
To: Ron Paynter <  
Subject: RE: Easement Release Application 
  
Send an email to landmanagement@austintexas.gov 
  
She will get with you ~ have you also set up an account in A, B + C ? 
  
https://abc.austintexas.gov/web/permit/index 
  
I’m available as well ~ I believe you have my cell number. 
  

From: Ron Paynter [mailto   
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2020 9:04 AM 
To: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Easement Release Application 
  
Mashell, I have the survey and all the documents to move forward. Please let me know how I can get in touch with Jenny 
King. Thanks 
  

From: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 12:41 PM 
To:  
Subject: RE: Easement Release Application 
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Yes please work with Jenny King with the City of Austin.  Can you start an account with A, B + C connect? How long have 
they quoted you to get a survey of the easement to be released? 
  
  

From:    
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 12:14 PM 
To: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Re: Easement Release Application 
  
Yes, Wendi approved the release but did not say anything about the COA inheriting the easement. Do I move forward 
with the application with you and the COA? 

Sent from my iPhone 
  

On Jun 8, 2020, at 11:48 AM, Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> wrote: 

  
This is the guy wire easement right?  The City inherited it ~ didn’t Wendy confirm that?  If so then it will 
need to go through COA easement release process and will be recorded of record with Travis County. 
  

From:    
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Re: Easement Release Application 
  
I do not live in Lost Creek. My address is 707 Bulian Lane, West Lake Hills 78746 

Sent from my iPhone 
  

On Jun 8, 2020, at 8:34 AM, Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> wrote: 

  
Ron, 
  
I’m sorry I field a lot of “these” emails/calls.  Aren’t you the gentleman that has the 
house in Lost Creek? If so, Lost Creek was annexed by the City of Austin a couple of 
years ago.  The easement release document would be filed with Travis County.  If you 
are not the person in Lost Creek can you remind me of your address? 
 
Thank you, 
Mashell  
  

From: Ron Paynter <   
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2020 8:30 AM 
To: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Easement Release Application 
  

*** External Email - Exercise Caution ***  
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Thanks for all the information. Just to be sure, the property is in West Lake Hills and not 
in the city of Austin. Do we still file with the city or do we file with Travis County? 
  

From: Smith, Mashell <Mashell.Smith@austintexas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 5, 2020 11:48 AM 
To: Ron Paynter < CLMD Land Management 
<LandManagement@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: Easement Release Application 
  
Ron, 
  
Here is the email I said the team member that processes easement releases 
distributes.  I did clarify that the Deed of Trust is the conveyance instrument.   It would 
be helpful to also have a copy of the lien release but it certainly isn’t necessary.  After 
you have read through the email, let me know if you have additional questions. 
  
Mashell 
  
Hi,  
  
We are currently accepting applications online through our AB+C portal. Payments can 
be made online as well.  
  
Attached are our application instructions. We have COA‐specific requirements for 
surveys, so please be sure to pass the survey instructions along to the surveyor. Please 
use the attached checklist to verify all the requirements are met. 
  
The steps for using the AB+C portal are shown below.  
  
Easement release applications must be submitted electronically through the city’s 
Austin Build + Connect webpage at the following link for permit 
applications:  https://abc.austintexas.gov/web/permit 
  

1. Register as a new account, or log into an existing account 
2. Select “Apply for Right of Way Permits” 
3. Select “Land Management” 
4. Choose the type of Application Process: “Easement Release” 
5. Select the Type of Easement (i.e. Water Line, Electric, Public Utility, etc.…) to be 

released.  Please note the survey describing the easement release tract should 
assist in identifying the type of easement 

6. Follow on‐screen instructions and upload required documents 
7. Submit application.  An email notification will be sent “Accepting” the 

application, or “Requires Additional” information 
8. Pay application fee online (“My Bills”) 

  
The following documents and materials are required to be uploaded on the Attachment 
Page to submit an application: 
  

1. Completed Application for Easement Release 
2. Warranty deed evidencing current ownership of the property 
3. Instrument that dedicated the easement, i.e.. separate instrument or 

subdivision plat 
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4. Subdivision map or plat if land is subdivided 
5. A survey which specifically describes the easement area to be released, it must 

have the surveyor’s seal and signature (see attached Instructions to Surveyor) 
6. Parcel ID detail report from a County Appraisal District website 
7. Online payment of $1,000 application fee (upon acceptance of application) 

  
*Please be sure that these documents are not locked ‐ we need to be able to add our 
file numbers to them and combine them into one packet for our reviewers.* 
  
  
What to expect regarding the timeline: 
Please note that the entire process can take 4 to 6 months. The initial review by COA 
Departments holding rights to the easement usually takes around 3 weeks. If any 
reviewers reject the application, you may work directly with them to address their 
comments. Once approved by all reviewers, the file then moves forward to the survey 
review, which can take about 6 to 8 weeks. If our RPLS has markups, we will contact the 
applicant and ask for those survey revisions (time varies). Once the survey revisions are 
received, we will have the survey approved (we will notify you of approval and request 
recording fees) and proceed with drafting the easement release. From receipt of the 
revised survey to recording, please allow about 2 to 3 weeks.  
  
                                                                                                                                                               
                                             
Please let me know of any questions. 
  
Thank you,  
Jenny 
  
CAUTION: This email was received at the City of Austin, from an EXTERNAL source. 
Please use caution when clicking links or opening attachments. If you believe this to be a 
malicious and/or phishing email, please forward this email to CSIRT@austintexas.gov.  
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Anjali Naini

From: Sheila Paynter <
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 12:15 PM
To: Anjali Naini
Cc: Ron Paynter
Subject: FW: [CAUTION EXTERNAL] easement release

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Anjali, 
 
This is the last email we have concerning this matter and it is a response from our email to Travis County to vacate this 
easement. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 

Sheila Paynter 
Wilson & Goldrick Realtors 
512.695.9174 (cell) 
512.328.0022 (office) 

 
 

From: Ron Paynter   
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 12:44 PM 
To: 'Sheila Paynter'  > 
Subject: FW: [CAUTION EXTERNAL] easement release 
 
  
  

From: Sara Sternberg <Sara.Sternberg@traviscountytx.gov>  
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 2:41 PM 
To: Ron Paynter  > 
Cc: 'Henson, Wendi' <Wendi.Henson@austinenergy.com> 
Subject: RE: [CAUTION EXTERNAL] easement release 
  
Hi Ron, 
  
I am showing that 707 Bulian Lane is in full‐purpose West Lake Hills. It is not in Travis County development jurisdiction. 
You will need to contact them regarding the easement release. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Sara 
  

Sara Sternberg 
Engineering Specialist 
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Ph: 512‐854‐7689 
  
Travis County TNR 
700 Lavaca Street, 5th floor 
Austin, Texas 78701 
  
*Telecommuting M‐Th , Off Friday 
  

From: Ron Paynter    
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 1:09 PM 
To: Sara Sternberg <Sara.Sternberg@traviscountytx.gov> 
Cc: 'Henson, Wendi' <Wendi.Henson@austinenergy.com> 
Subject: [CAUTION EXTERNAL] easement release 
  
CAUTION: This email is from OUTSIDE Travis County. Links or attachments may be dangerous. Click the 
Phish Alert button above if you think this email is malicious.  

  
Sara, Wendi has requested that I reach out to you as I am trying to get a guy wire easement release. I was originally 
going through the City of Austin as requested by they indicate now that I need to go through Travis County. The 
easement has not been used in the 28 years we have occupied the address at 707 Bulian Lane West Lake Hills Tx. 78746. 
I had previously sent the City of Austin all necessary paperwork required but your requirements might be different. 
Could you please send me what is needed to obtain a release. FYI, Austin Energy has indicated that they would release 
the easement once all requirements are meet. Thank you and I look forward to your response. Ron Paynter   
  

 
This electronic mail message, including any attachments, may be confidential or privileged under applicable law. This 
email is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended 
recipient of this email, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, copying, disclosure or any other action 
taken in relation to the content of this email including any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete the original and any copy of this email, 
including secure destruction of any printouts.  
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THE STATE OF TEXAS         § 

 

THE COUNTY OF TRAVIS   § 

 

 

VACATION OF EASEMENT 

 

 WHEREAS, RONALD C. PAYNTER AND SHEILA H. PAYNTER are the owners of 

all lots, tracts and parcels of land which consist and comprise that certain property known and 

designated as Lot 7, Rainbow’s Estates, Section Two, a subdivision in Travis County, Texas, 

according to the map or plat of record in Volume 88, Pages 189-192, Plat Records, Travis 

County, Texas, also known as 707 Bulian Lane, Austin, TX 78746 (“Property”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Property is subject to a Guy Wire Easement 10 feet wide and 20 feet 

long totaling 200 square feet on the Property, established by the plat recorded in Volume 88, 

Pages 189-192, Plat Records, Travis County, Texas; and 

 

 WHERES, the City now desires to vacate that Guy Wire Easement depicted in Exhibit 

“A”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such vacation is authorized by Sec. 36.01.017 of the West Lake Hills Code 

of Ordinances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of West Lake Hills Zoning and Planning Commission voted on 

August 19, 2020, to recommend approval of vacating the Guy Wire Easement as depicted in 

Exhibit “A”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of West Lake Hills City Council voted on August 26, 2020 to 

vacate the Guy Wire Easement as depicted in Exhibit “A”; and  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of West Lake Hills, Travis County, Texas, does 

by these presents declare the Guy Wire Easement as depicted in Exhibit “A” and recorded in 

Volume 88, Pages 189-192, Plat Records, Travis County, Texas, to be vacated.  
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EXECUTED this _________ day of __________________, 2020.  

 

 

         _____________________ 

Linda Anthony, Mayor 

         City of West Lake Hills 

 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS     § 

 

COUNTY OF TRAVIS       § 

 

 

 This instrument was acknowledged before me on ____________________, 2020, by 

Linda Anthony, the Mayor of the City of West Lake Hills, on behalf of the City.  

 

 

         ________________________ 

         Notary Public, State of Texas 

 

 

                  Notary’s Name Printed: 

 

         ________________________ 

        

My commission expires:________________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-010 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY  OF WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS, APPROVING 

THE 2020 AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND LEVY OF SEVEN & EIGHT SIXTH  

CENTS ($0.0786) PER ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF ASSESSED 

VALUATION OF ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CORPORATE 

CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES AND INTEREST; 

AND PROVIDING FOR THE FOLLOWING: FINDINGS OF FACT; 

SEVERABILITY; SAVINGS CLAUSE; PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, a budget appropriating revenues generated for the use and support of the municipal 

government for fiscal year 2020-2021 of the City of West Lake Hills (“City”) has been 

proposed by the City Council of the City of West Lake Hills (“City Council”) as required 

by Chapter 102 of the Texas Local Government Code; and 

WHEREAS, a notice of the hearing on a proposed tax revenue increase was published in the City’s 

official newspaper; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Local Government Code Section 51.001, the City has general authority 

to adopt an ordinance or police regulation that is for the good government, peace or order 

of the City and is necessary of proper for carrying out a power granted by to the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is necessary and proper for the good government, peace or 

order of the City to adopt an ordinance establishing an ad valorem tax rate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of West Lake Hills City Council: 

1. APPROVAL OF 2020 TAX RATE & LEVY 

That there be and is hereby levied and shall be assessed and collected for the year 2020, on all taxable 

property, real, personal and mixed, situated within the city limits of the City, and not exempt the 

Constitution of the State and valid state laws, an ad valorem tax rate of Seven Cents ($0.07) on each One 

Hundred Dollars ($100.00) assessed value of taxable property, and shall be apportioned and distributed as 

follows: 

(a) For the purpose of defraying the current expenses and budget of the municipal government of the 

City (maintenance and operations (M&O)), a tax rate of Seven & Eight Sixth Cents ($0.0786) on 

each One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) assessed value of taxable property. 

THIS TAX RATE WILL INCREASE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE 

AND OPERATIONS MORE THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX RATE.  THE 

TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE INCREASED BY ELEVEN  

PERCENT (11.00%) AND WILL INCREASE TAXES FOR 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS ON A $100,000.00 HOME 

WILL BE APPROXIMATELY $110.57. 

(b) The City Secretary shall cause the following notice to be posted on the homepage of the City’s 

internet website: 

THE CITY OF WEST LAKE HILLS, TEXAS ADOPTED A TAX RATE 

THAT WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND 
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OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX RATE.  THE TAX RATE 

WILL EFFECTIVELY BE INCREASED BY ELEVEN PERCENT 

(11.00%) AND WILL INCREASE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND 

OPERATIONS ON A $100,00.00 HOME BY APPROXIMATELY 

$110.57. 

 

2. PENALTY & INTEREST 

All taxes shall become a lien upon the property against which assessed and the City Tax Assessor/Collector 

for the City of West Lake Hills, Texas, shall by virtue of the tax rolls, fix and establish a lien by levying 

upon such property, whether real or personal, or the payment of said taxes, penalty and interest for the 

general fund of the City of West Lake Hills, Texas. 

3. FINDINGS OF FACT 

The foregoing recitals are incorporated into this Ordinance by reference as findings of fact as if expressly 

set forth herein. 

4. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE  

That is any section, subsection, paragraph, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance shall be judged 

invalid or held unconstitutional, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or 

provision thereof, other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional. 

5. SAVINGS CLAUSE 

That all previous budget ordinances shall remain in full force and effect, save and except as amended by 

this Ordinance. 

6. PUBLICATION CLAUSE 

The City Secretary of the West Lake Hills, Texas, is hereby directed to place the information above on the 

City’s Website and provide all other notice as required by law. 

7. EFFECTIVE DATE 

The necessity for making and approving a budget for the fiscal year, as required by the laws of the State of 

Texas, requires that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage as the law in 

such provides. 

8. PROPER NOTICE & MEETING 

It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Ordinance was passed was open 

to the public, and that public notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeting was given as required 

by the Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551.  Notice was also provided as required 

by Chapter 52 of the Texas Local Government Code. 

 

PASSED & APPROVED this, the 26th day of August 2020 by the following City Council of the City of 

West Lake Hills roll call vote: 
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Mayor Pro Tem O’Connor 
 for  against  abstain         absent 

Councilmember McCollough 
    for  against  abstain  absent 

Councilmember Plunkett 
    for  against  abstain  absent 

Councilmember South 
    for  against  abstain  absent 

Councilmember Walker 
    for  against  abstain  absent 

 

 

 

CITY OF WEST LAKE HILLS: 

 

 

       /S/      

Linda Anthony, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 /S/     

Deborah L. Loesch, City Secretary 
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